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Branham       Estate Wines

HISTORY

Branham Estate Wines (BEW) grew from a desire to produce hand made wines from estate grown grapes. In the 25 years as a winemaker working in the California wine industry I had experience working with fruit from most areas of the state. This experience led me first to Sonoma County and the highlands above Lake Sonoma. Part of the old Rockpile Ranch was purchased in 1989 with the hope of producing unique quality fruit. Three acres of Zinfandel were planted in 1994; the first commercial harvest showed promise in 1999. Grapes from 1999, 2000 and 2001 were sold, with some from 2001 held back to produce wine for Branham Estate Wines. Six new acres of Zinfandel and Petite Sirah were planted at the Rockpile in 2004.

This positive vineyard experience led to the Napa Valley and the purchase of the ten-acre Obsidian Vineyard in 1997. Located on the west side of the Silverado Trail along the Napa River, the vineyard was planted to Cabernet Sauvignon in 1986. Fruit from this vineyard is sold to various wineries. The 1999 Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon marked the first product of Branham Estate Wines. Six acres of the Obsidian Vineyard were replanted with Cabernet, Petite Sirah, and Zinfandel in 2004. 

In addition to the vineyards above, BEW has viticulture control of a three-acre vineyard near downtown St. Helena in the Napa Valley. The Aves Vineyard provides the fruit for our Napa Valley Zinfandel.

BEW’s total production in 2004 was 1,215 cases, consisting of five different wines: 2001 Napa Cabernet Sauvignon, 2002 Napa Valley Petite Sirah, 2002 Napa Valley Zinfandel, 2002 Rockpile Zinfandel, and Jazz 2002 Napa Valley Red Wine. We expect to release over 1,500 cases in 2005.
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It was hard for Gary and his roommates to take a bath during college, as the tub where he lived was the crush/fermentation vat for his burgeoning winemaking. Gary enrolled in the Graduate School at U.C. Davis in 1975, where he studied enology and viticulture alongside some of the pioneers of California winemaking. Upon completion of study he embarked on a career that has spanned over 27 years and many diverse winemaking experiences. Working in wineries and vineyards has taken him from the Napa Valley to New Zealand, Santa Clara to Australia and back to the Napa Valley. Working in all facets of production, from cellar work to field work, lab tech to winemaker has lead to the fulfillment of a life-long dream of to grow grapes and craft them into premium wine. 
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